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734 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XIV. 

Le finzioni dell ' aniina. Per Giovanni Marchesini. Bari, Laterza & 
Figli, 1905. — pp. viii, 299. 

The philosophy maintained by Signor Marchesini in the present, as in 
previous volumes, is an idealism founded on positivism. The ethical part 
of this philosophy is termed by him rationalistic pragmatism, being care- 
fully differentiated from that form of pragmatism which has been propounded 
and defended by Professor James, whose teaching is here criticised and 
rejected as being essentially irrational. The author's contention is that, 
as ' fictions ' or mental constructions are a necessary factor in all cognitions 
of the real, so certain other fictions, notably ideals in their several forms, 
are constitutive of, and essential to, the moral consciousness and the moral 
life. The ideal gets its rational justification through that reality which it 
constructs, which is morality itself. "Man is not, and we have grounds 
for the belief that he never will be, either absolutely virtuous, or absolutely 
responsible, or absolutely happy ; but to imagine an absolute virtue, an 
absolute responsibility, and an absolute felicity derived from virtue, — and 
to this form of the Absolute, which humanity has created and which 
society teaches and inculcates, to dedicate oneself wholly, concealing the 
unattainability of this ethical absolute under the proud and tenacious resolve 
to ever advance one's own soul more and more towards perfection, — this 
is a real and legitimate means of elevation ; it is even a moral necessity." 
Possibly Signor Marchesini' s presentation of pragmatism might itself not 
prove invulnerable to criticism of the same kind as that to which he has 
subjected the more thorough-going form of that doctrine. None the less 
his work contains much interesting matter ; his discussion of the relation 
of egoism and altruism in social life is original and suggestive, and his 
critical analysis and comparison of the various manifestations of the ethi- 
cal ideal will repay careful study. The tone of the author throughout is 
liberal, candid, and scholarly. 

E. Ritchie. 

Pregiudizi stilla eredita psicologica. Per N. R. D'Alfonzo. Roma, So- 
cieta editrice ' Dante Alighieri ' di Albrighi e Segati, 1904. — pp. 57. 

The purpose of this little treatise is to combat the belief in the direct 
transmission through heredity of any of the more highly developed and 
complex psychical peculiarities. The notion of heredity, the author main- 
tains, is applicable at most only to the original constitution of the nervous 
organism itself, the actual psychical characteristics and qualities of each 
individual depending not alone on this, but on his education, in the widest 
sense of the word, and on the whole environment which reacts upon him 
and which he assimilates. Since external favorable circumstances are 
essential to the emergence of any great man, genius cannot be regarded as 
an affair of inheritance ; on the other hand, psychical and moral infirmi- 
ties and mental maladies are not, strictly speaking, inherited, but are due 



